Great Dunmow Town Council

Notice of conclusion of audit
Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2020
Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234)

Accounts and Audit {Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 (81 2020/404)

Notes
1. The audit of accounts for Great Dunmow Town Council for the year This nofice and Sections 1, 2 & 3
ended 31 March 2020 has been completed and the accounts have been of the AGAR must be pubilshed
. by 30 November. This must
published, include publication on the

smaller authority's website.
The smaller authority must
decide hew fong to publish the
Notice for; the AGAR and
exterrnal auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 years.

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for
inspection by any local government elector of the area of Great Dunmow
Town Council on application to:

(a) RS @ B MY Towa M‘Z‘K (2) Insert the name, position and
FomKsr (e dse . 4 SToartholy D address of the person to whom
o local government electors should
G QUNOAS apply 1o inspect the AGAR
Ciile \ D
(b) Aasn — Sem (b) Insert the hours during which
b el — =8\ inspection rights may be
exercised

3. Copies wilf be provided to any person on payment of £ 1-0%(c}) for each | i inserta reasenabie sum for
copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return. copying costs

Announcement made by: (d) C Sl - oW AR {d} Insert the name and position of

persen placing the notice

Date of announcement: (e) VoW Nouens e 202a (e) Insert the date of piacing of the

notice




Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2019/20

We acknowledge as the members of:

CREAT DUNMOU Touid coums G

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2020, that:

o5 means that this authont

prepared ifs accounting staternents in accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Reguiations,

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements,

2. We maintained an adequate system of inlernal control

Including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

made proper arangementis and accepled responsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resources in
ils charge.

has only done what it has the legsl power to do and has
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

3, We fook all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no malters of actual or polential
noh-compilance with laws, reguiations and Proper
Praclices that could have a significant financial effect
on the abifity of this authority to conduct its
business or manage its finances.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

5. We carrled out an assessment of the risks facing this
autherity ant teok appropriate steps to manage those
rigks, Including the introduction of intemnal contrels andfor
external insurance cover where required.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective systemn of Internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity 1o
inspect and ask questions about this authority's accounts.

considered and documented the financial and other risks it
faces and dealt with them properly,

amanged for a competent person, independent of the finenclal
controfs and proceduras, to give an objective view on whethar
internal conltrols meet the neads of this smaller authorily,

responded to matters brought to its attertion by internal and
external audit.

disclosed everything it should have aboul s busineas sctivity
| during the year including events taking place siter the year
end if refevant.

7. We took appropriats action on ail matters raised
In reports from internal and external audit.

8. We considerad whether any litigation, liabilities or
comritments, events or transactions, ocourring either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this autharity and, where appropriate, have Included them
in the accounting statements.

. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charltable, In our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
reaponsibilities for the fund(s)fassets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.,

WSSO S [S

has met all of its responsibifities where, as g body
corporate, it js a sole managing trustee of a local
trust or trusts.

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘Ng’ response and describe how the
authority will atdress the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual Governance Staternent,

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on: approval was givery:
23 o120

and recorded as minute reference: Chairman /L u'" "LW{ - { (yé(/?,
1\ A Clerk %_,

Other Information required by the Transparency Codes (not part of Annual Governance Statement)
Authority web address

\N“P"‘““ﬂ reokdv NV wW—4-¢ s qov- ol
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. - Séction 2 — Accounting Statements 2019/20 for

GeeaT QUMW Tow o T

1. Balances brought ' Tota bls and reserves afrhe beginning of the yaf

forward QT8 VTS (1032, V89 | as recorded in the financial records. Value must agroe to
Box 7 of previous year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and _ Total amount of precept {or for IDBs rates and lovies)

Levies ‘5 25 053 51 ‘5 yes received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants

' received,
3. {+) Total other receipts Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less
»235\ A 1T 865 the precept or ratesfevies received (line 2). Inciude any
d ! grants received.
4, (=) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
: of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
22343 2353719 employers Nf contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

5. () Loan interest/capital Tolal expenditure or payments of capital and interest
repayments © o made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any).

6. (-} All other payments Total expenditure or payments as recorded In thy cagh-

L2148 book less staff costs (line 4) and lpen interest/icapital
458, 209 * ) repayments (line 5).

7. (=) Balances carried Totat balances and reserves af the end of the vear, Must
forward (32 VA |\ A 22, AW 2| equal (1+2+43) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cagh
short term investments {077 543 V,Y3%, 34y 7] | holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March -~

’ ! To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus The value of aff the property the authority owns - it Ig macip
long term investments 7 up of all its fixed assets and long term investmenits as at
and assets EER ! BA¥ | 329, 30 31 March.

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance.as at 31 March of all loang

(0] O from third parties (including PWLS).

11. {For Local Councils Only) Disclosure note The Council, as a body corporate, acts as sole frustee for
re Trust funds (including charitable) and is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets.

N.B. The figures in the accounting statements above do
not include any Trust transactions.

| cartify that for the year ended 31 March 2020 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have bsen prepared on either a receipts and payments
ar income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities — 3
Practitioners’ Gulde to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

-

20/0“7/‘2,0

Date

1 confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

’13/01/2,0

as recorded in minute reference;
e b

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were a pproved

Wk 7. (e
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Section 3 — External Auditor Report and Certificate 2019/20
In respect of GREAT DUNMOW TOWN COUNCIL - EX0097

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of intemal contrel. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

+ summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2020; and

+ confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as

external audifors.

Our responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance
with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAQ} on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see note
below). Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK
& Ireland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do.

2 External auditor report 2019/20

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinicn the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our cpinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

None.

3 External auditor certificate 2019/20

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2020.

External Auditor Name

External Auditor Signature

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2019/20 Part 3 Page 6 of 6




Smaller authority name:

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION

OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE &

ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2020

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 25, 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S] 2015/234)
The Accounts and Audit (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 (SI 2020/404)

NOTICE

NOTES

1. Date of announcement

Zay-JuLq 2070 (a)

2. Each year the smaller authority’s Annual Governance and Accountability
Return (AGAR) needs to be reviewed by an external auditor appointed by
Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd. The unaudited AGAR has been
published with this notice. As it has yet to be reviewed by the appointed auditor,
it is subject to change as a resuit of that review.

Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the
accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
hooks, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating
to those records must be made available for inspection by any person
interested. For the year ended 31 March 2020, these documents will be available
on reasonable notice by application to:

(b) NS CLFULILER | [Oyar CUERK,
GT, DVMOw ToW N (UML) SToET o 8 KD
Conbs (D 6 Fowacleri @ grardy N o - e . gov. it

commencing on (¢) _ Monday 3 Aug: 2020

and endingon (d) ___ Mon iy SEPT 2020

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:

* The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting
records; and

¢ The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which
the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to
the court for a declaration that an item of account is unfawful. Written notice
of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the
smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for
this purpose between the above dates only,

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor
under the provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAO’s Code of Audit Practice
2015. The appointed auditor is:

PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref; SBA Team)
15 Westferry Circus

Canary Wharf

London E14 4HD
{sba@pkf-littleiohn.com)

5. This announcement is made by (e) MRS CALeR Towi Glerk

(a) Insert date of placing of the notice
which must be not less than 1 day before
the date in {c) below

(b) Insert name, position and
address/telephone number/ email
address, as appropriate, of the Clerk or
other person to which any person may
apply to inspect the accounts

(¢} Insert date, which must be at Jeast 1
day after the date of announcement in (a)
above and at least 30 working days
before the date appointed in {d) below

(d} The inspection period betwesn {c)
and {d) must be 30 working days
inclusive and must start on or before 1
September 2020.

(e) Insert narme and position of person
placing the notice — this person must be
the responsible financial officer for the
smaller authority




