Great Dunmow Town Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2021

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (Sl 2015/234)

1. The audit of accounts for Great Dunmow Town Council for the year
ended 31 March 2021 has been completed and the accounts have been
published.

2, The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for
inspection by any local government elector of the area of Great Dunmow
Town Council on application to:

Mes . SJLLeER,

(a)
Towdn ClerM.
foPRES HOUSE, Yy SteRrfoly RO
G, OdPMMOoWS  CiMb DGt

{b) Aaen — Vom

MNON ~ F&\

3. Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £ -00(c) for each
copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return.

Announcement made by: {d) C FOLLER,. TOWR CAERK

Date of announcement: (e) |5+ sePTeMmBar 2072}

Notes

This notice and Sections 1,2 &3
of the AGAR must be published
by 30 September. This must
include publication on the
smaller authority’s website.
The smaller authority must
decide how long to publish the
Motice for; the AGAR and
axternat auditor report must be
publicly availabie for & years.

(a) Insert the name, pesition and
address of the person to whom
local government electors should

apply to inspect the AGAR

(b) nseri the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

(c} Insert a reasonable sum for
copying costs

(d) Insert the name and position of
person placing the notice

{e) Insert the dale of ptacing of the
notice




Section 1 -~ Annual Governance Statement 2020/21

We acknowledge as the members of:

GREAT OUNMOUS Towsd Coumey L

our responsibliity for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparatlon of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, fo the best of our knowledge and hellef, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2021, that:

Agreed
Yes

‘Yes'means that this aulhority:

brepared lls accounting stafements In accordanve

1+ Wo hava put In place arrangements for offective financlal
with the Accounts and Audlt Regulalions,

management durlng the year, and for the preparation of
{he accounling statements.

2, We malntainad an adequate system of internal centrol
Iholudling measures deslgned to prevent and detect fraud
and corruplion and reviewad its effectiveness.

made proper arrangements and accepled responsiiilly
for safeguarding the public money and resources In
Is charge.

has only done what It has the legal powoer to do and haa
complied with Proper Praciices In tolng so,

3. W took all reasonable steps lo assure ourselves
that thete are no mallers of actual or potential
non-compllance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practioos that could have a significant financial effect
on (he abllity of his authorlty to conduct It
buslinass or manage its inances.

4. Wo provided proper opportunily during the year for \/ during the year gave ail persons Interestod the opporiunity fo

the oxerclso of electors' rights In accordance with the inspect and ask questions about this authorlly’s accounts,
roquirements of the Accouhls and Audit Regulations,

8. Wo oartled out an assessment of the risks facing this
authorlly and teok appropriate steps to manage those
rlaks, Including the Infrocluction of Internal controls andjor
oxtarnal Insurance cover where ragquired,

6 Wo malntalnad throughout the year an adequate and
affeotive system of Internal audit of the accounting
racords and control systoms,

7. Wa took approptiate action on all matters ralsed
Inropotls from Intermal and external audil,

8. Wo oonsldarad whelher any liigation, liabililies or
commilmants, avenls or lransactlons, oceurring elther
during or after the year-end, have a financlal impact on
this aulhorlty and, where approprlate, have included them
In the accounting statements,

considered and documented the finanolal and ofhor rola [t '
faces and dealt with them Propetly.

arranged for a competent person, Indepandent of the finanalal
controls and procedures, fo give an objeciive viow on whethor
Internal controls meet the nesds of this smallor authorlly,

responded to maflers brought fo ifs attentlon hy nternal anel
external audit,

disclosed everylhing it should have aboul lis busineas aolfvily
during the year inclucing events taking place oftor the yoar
end if relevant,

9. (For looal counclls only) Trust funds including has met all of Its responsibilitlos whera, a8 o body
cherliable, In our oapacly as the sole managing corporate, It Is a sole managing trusfeo of & loon/
truston wa discharged our aceountabllity frust or husts,

rosponsiblilies for the fund(s)/assets, including
fihanclal reporiing and, If requived, Independant
oxaminatlon or audit,

*Pleass provide explanatlons to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No' response and describe how the
authorlty will address the weaknesses Identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual Governance Statement,

This Anhual Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeling where
maoting of the authorlty on: approval was given:

G v A

and recorded as minute reference:

12 a) Clerk %Z_

WL ol dunenand = e gou., QK
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2020/21 for

GCleAT PUNMOW TowN oyt

Year ending

31 March 31 March
2020 2021
£ £

Notes and guidance
Please round all figures to nearest £1, Do not leave any
boxes blank and report £0.or NIl balances, Alf figures must
agree to underlying financial records.

1. Balances brought Total balances and roserves at the boginning of the yoar

forward 1,032,199 1,123,942| as recorded in the financial records. Valuo must agree (o
Box 7 of previous year.

2. (*) Pracapt or Rates and Total amount of precept (or for IDBS rates and levies)
Levies 573,405 625,951/ received or receivable In the yoar, Exclude any grants

recelved,

3. (1) Total other recelpts Total income or recelpts as recorded In the cashbook logs

177,865 169,282| the precept or rates/levies received (line 2), Inclucla any
grants received,

4, (+) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments macle to and on bohelf

of all employees. Include gross salarles and wagos,
235,379 290,415 employers NI conlributions, employers penslon
contributions, gratulties and severance payments,

5. (<) L.oan Interest/oapltal Total expenditure or payments of capital and Interost
rapaymants 0 O made during the year on the authorily's borrowlnga (If any),

6. () All other paymenls Total expenditure or payments as recordecd In the caghe

424,148 396,469 book less staff costs (ine 4) and foan Intorost/capital
repayments (line 6),

7. (=) Balances carrled Total balances and reserves at the end of the yar, Must
forward 1,123,942 11222,291 oqual (142+3) - (4+5+6),

8. Total value of vash and The sum of all current and deposit bank aceounts, cash
short term Investments 1,138,347 1,292,941| holdings and short term investments hold as af 31 Maroh =

To agree with bank reconclliation,

8. Total fixed assets plus The value of all the property the authorlly owns ~ It Js made
long term Investments 829,340 832,506 up of all its fixed assets and long torm Investments as a
and assels 31 March.

10. Total borrowlngs The oulstanding capital balance as at 31 Maroh of all loana

0 O| from third partles (including PWLB),

11, (For Looal Counclls Only) Disclosure note The Council, as a body cotporate, acts as solo trustos for
1o Trust funds (Including charitable) and is responsible for managing Trust fundls or assols,

e N.B. The figures in the accounting statements above do
not Include any Tiust transactions.

| corlify that for the year ended 31 March 2021 the Accounting
Statements In this Annual Governance and Accountabiliy
Return have baen prepared on either a receipts and payments
or Income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Aacountability for Smaller Authorities — a
Praclitloners' Gulde to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financlal position of this authority.

Slgned by Responsible Financial Offlcer before being
prasented to the authority for fpproval

7,

- 23 (0t (2

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

23[06 [z

as recorded in minute reference:

(0 b)

Signed by Chalrman of the meeting where the Acoounting

Statements w, )e pproved
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Section 3 — External Auditor Report and Certificate 2020/21

In respect of Great Dunmow Town Council — EX0097

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

e summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2021; and

e confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as

external auditors.

Our responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance
with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAO) on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see note
below). Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK
& Ireland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do.

2 External auditor report 2020/21

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

None

3 External auditor certificate 2020/21

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability

Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2021.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature ,,-{' e /‘_ A i i ’,,-- Date 26/08/2021

* Note: the NAO issued guidance applicable to external auditors’ work on limited assurance reviews in Auditor Guidance Note
AGN/02. The AGN is available from the NAO website (www.nao.org.uk)
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